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Calvary Praise, Prayer & Bible Study Meeting Overview – online 19th Nov. 2020 

Divine Promises Study –  

The Covenants 

Introduction  
After the first lockdown, Calvary went online with Sunday services 

and midweek Bible studies. In the first few of those studies we 

looked at God’s word on human anxiety 

The God-given assurances we found led us further into divine 

promises and eventually into the “supersized promises” – the 

covenants 

The Covenants: 
➢ Describe the unimprovable arrangements our gracious, 

omnipotent, Creator God presents to humankind (His vassalsi) 

as He pleases 

➢ Are foundational assurances that God presented over the 

centuries to enable us to see the shape and cohesive nature of 

His plan of redemption throughout history  

In the Old Testament period there are 4 or 5 covenants depending 

on how one counts covenantsii 

These covenants, presented in the Old Testament, progressively 

prepared for the New Covenant which is all about Jesus Christ – It 

came into effect at the moment of His death 

Because divine grace is the organizing theme that breathtakingly 

imbues each of the covenants some people see them gathered 

together under the heading “Covenant of Grace” 

[Bible scholar J. Arthur Thompson writes:] While in a sense there is 

but one covenant between God and men through which God in 

sovereign fashion dispenses His grace to men and fulfills His 

promises to them, a variety of occasions is mentioned in the OT, and 

the precise character of the grace bestowed and of the promise 

given differs according to the circumstances.iii J. A. T. 
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This one overarching overwhelming covenant of graceiv… 

a) Points to hope beyond the tragedy of the fall (our refusal to 

delight in our Creator in humble dependence upon Him) 

b) Reinforces the suzerain/vassal relationship (Greater/Lesser) 

c) Displays the “blueprint” of God’s intention to conquer sin, 

death and Satan (Adversary), the deadly enemies of man 

d) Triumphantly restores God’s intention to have and to hold 

human worshippers in His care and for His pleasure –  

So out of the old race He chose some to make a new race of 

willing worshippers to the praise of His glorious gracev 

All the Covenants Point to a Messiah King  

   Assigned to Accomplish a Mighty Deliverance 

The promised Messiah-King is chosen and anointed of God to 

accomplish a deliverance of a kind and magnitude infinitely 

beyond what humanity ever dreamt it needed: 

Deliverance from the penalty and power of our sin 

a) This Deliverer is progressively revealed in the OT period 

with a measure of concealment 

b) When He came at last, Who He was and what He had come 

to accomplish is fully and magnificently revealed in the NT 

Scriptures 

c) From the angel’s announcement of His birth (Lu. 1:26ff), 

To the birth of His church on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) 

and the subsequent flood of light and truth that followed in 

the rest of the NT we soon see how  

         the Old is in the New revealed 

       and the New is in the Old concealed 
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The Covenants up to and Including the New Covenant 

q Why did God, in His word, the Bible direct our attention to 

covenants?  

a Isaiah indicates our way of learning is precept upon precept; 

line upon line, here a little, and there a little (Is. 28:9-11) 

By means of these covenants (together with the Scriptures in 

their entirety) God progressively opened up to our view His 

acts of redemption from era to era 

He saw to it that His acts of redemption would be recorded in 

written deposits by writers of His choosingvi   

The covenants God made with (or gave through): 

I. Adam in the Garden of Edenvii 

II. Noah and all Creation 

III. Abraham 

IV. Moses (Covenant of Law given at Sinai) along with 

subsequent renewals) 

V. David 

Prophecies of the New Covenant announced directly by Isaiah 

and Jeremiah (Je. 31:31-34) 

VI. New Covenant inaugurated in Christ’s blood 

 

 

 

 

i In the suzerainty treaties of the ancient world the highest power (the ruling 

suzerain) spelled out the terms of the treaty to the vassal – the subservient power 

who surrendered before being annihilated 

ii The arrangements God made with humankind in Eden in the beginning (chsl 1 

& 2) did not arise out of His grace as undeserved love as would be the case with 
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all subsequent arrangements – “Covenant” is a term usually applied to God-

given arrangements arising from the undeserved aspect of His love and kindness 

iii Bromiley, G.W. ed. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, “Covenant 

(OT)” article by John Arthur Thompson, in The International Standard Bible 

Encyclopedia – Volume 1, p. 790 – General Editor, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979, reprinted 1988. 

iv The "covenants" of scripture are administrations of a single covenant, a 

covenant of grace.  

v THAT the Creator God would do this for rebellious creatures in the first place 

staggers the mind, let alone HOW He would do it! Read & meditate on Eph 1 - 3 

vi I love and respect our Dispensationalist brethren but differ from them on the 

matter of the theological framework that best describes how God dispenses His 

grace. This difference need not drive a wedge between us that could destroy the 

Christ-centred fellowship we have enjoyed for so long 

vii If the arrangements of Ge. 2:4-25 are not a covenant they are certainly an 

expected understanding  that God presented to humankind 


